


Spring Valley Manor Property Owners Association 
Special Meeting - November 16, 2017 

Location: Korean Church; 600 Kirby Road; Little Rock, AR 
Time: 6:30pm 
Re: Amending of SVM’s Articles of Incorporation 

Thirty-one Spring Valley Manor residents attended the meeting plus a guest of Medine Watson. Board 
members present: Jena McDonnell, David Pru’domme, Stacy Harter, Brian Sirak, Erin Tripcony, Tim 
Hose, Anita Spence. 

At 6:30pm, Jena McDonnell, POA President, did introductions and general announcements. 

Robert Coleman asked to speak and was given the floor. Robert Coleman stated he had conferenced 
with 3 attorneys regarding the need for the Property Owners Association to carry liability insurance. He 
stated all 3 attorneys had said non-profit organizations are not allowed to be sued and therefore there 
is no need for the POA to carry liability insurance. Cindy Aberding is an attorney who works for a non-
profit and said she did not believe this is true.  Research will be done to determine validity of 
Coleman’s statement. Coleman also voiced his opinion that he disagreed with SVM’s Rules of 
Conduct and Safety, in that there should be no age restrictions for children to be allowed to swim 
unsupervised by an adult. He was asked to table his thoughts on this matter until the meeting that 
would be scheduled specifically to go over the new Rules of Conduct and Safety. 

Brian Shirak did a brief talk explaining the reasoning behind the Board’s decision to update all of the 
Association’s documents. Next, Jena McDonnell gave a report pertaining to the litigation the POA has 
been involved in since June with one of the SVM members (summary attached).  

Meeting was called to order at 7:05pm.  

Brian Sirak briefly explained what the Articles of Incorporation were, why they needed to be updated, 
and how tonight’s amendment process would work.  

Article I - No amendment was proposed for this Article. 
Article II - No amendment was proposed for this Article. 
Article III - No amendment was proposed for this Article. 

Article IV - The Board proposed the following amendments to Article IV: 
1. Resubmit Exhibit B (Plat A, B, C, D, E and F) since it has been lost by the City of Little Rock
2. Change sentence 2, “There shall be as many memberships as there are lot and tract ownerships in

Plat A, B, C, D, E and F of the said Spring Valley Manor Subdivision platted on and out of the area
described in Exhibit B hereto consisting of 127 lots.” PROPOSED: “There shall be as many
memberships as there are lot and tract ownerships in Plat A, B, C, D, E and F of the said Spring
Valley Manor Subdivision platted on and out of the area hereto described in Exhibit B. The official
number of lots to be the same as reflected in Spring Valley Manor’s Suburban Improvement District
#7’s Tax Bill.”

Motion was made to accept both proposed amendments. Motion was seconded. Motion passed with 
none in opposition. 

Article V - Article V was amended on June 29, 1978. Board proposed Article V remain the same as 
1978 amended version (attached).  Motion was made to ratify the 1978 amendment. Motion was 
seconded. Motion passed with none in opposition. Article V will remain the same as amended in 1978.



A short discussion ensured regarding continuity of voting specifics between Association documents. 
Ross Phillips made motion for Board to review, align and amend Association documents, including voting 
specifics between documents. Also, By-Laws and Articles of Incorporation to be amended to reflect, "A 
quorum at any meeting shall be those members present and qualified to vote, as well as By-Laws and 
Articles of Incorporation cannot be changed without two-thirds “yes” vote of members present and 
voting;" and mention needs to be made regarding mandatory dues specifics. Motion was seconded. 
Motion passed with none in opposition. 

Article VI - The Board proposed the following amendment to Article VI: 
1. Add the following sentence, “A SVM POA Member must have served on the POA Board a

minimum of one year before they are eligible to serve on the Executive Board (President, Vice-
President, Secretary, Treasurer).

A brief discussion followed with  Jake Brandt making an additional amendment proposal to Article VI: 
2. Change the last sentence, “A vacancy on the board may be filled by appointment of the remaining

directors from the remaining members of the corporation, and such appointee shall serve the
remainder of the term for which he was appointed.” PROPOSED: “A vacancy on the board may be
filled by appointment of the remaining directors from the remaining members of the corporation,
and such appointee shall serve until the next legally constituted election.”

Motion was made to accept both proposed amendments. Motion was seconded. Motion passed with 
none in opposition. 

Article VII - A brief discussion regarding the third sentence of Article VII, “The Board may create as 
many assistant offices as the business of the corporation shall require and shall appoint as assistant 
officers persons who are members of the corporation.”  There was a concern that this left the door 
open for the Board to “stack” the Board officers in a manner that would be beneficial to the Board and 
not to the membership at large. A proposal was made to delete this sentence from Articles VII.  Short 
discussion to also include information regarding mandatory dues followed. 

Motion was made to accept proposed amendment to delete sentence 3 from Article VII and 
incorporate mandatory dues information. Motion was seconded. Motion passed with none in 
opposition. 

Article VIII - Prior to tonight’s meeting, the Board sent an email out to the membership at large. In the 
email it stated they would be proposing the following amendment to Article VIII, “Any proposed 
amendments to the By-Laws must be sent to the membership at large for their review a minimum of 
five business days before calling for a vote of said proposed amendments.” Robert Arnold email Stacy 
Harter prior to this meeting and requested changing the 5 day minimum to 15-30 days. Discussion 
followed with the following made made, "Any proposed amendments to the Articles of Incorporation or 
By-Laws must be sent to the membership at large for their review a minimum of 15 and maximum of 30 
days before calling for a vote of said proposed amendments."
Motion was made to accept proposed amendment. Motion was seconded. Motion passed with none 
in opposition. 

Article IX - The Board proposed to change the registered office of the corporation from 1805 Union 
National Plaza to Fulton Park’s official mailing address. They also proposed to change the registered 
agent of the corporation from Paul A. Schmidt to the Spring Valley Manor Property Owner’s 
Association. Mail can be forwarded to Board President if allowed by law.
1. The initial registered office of the corporation shall be 16501 Cooper Orbit Road, Little Rock,

Arkansas 72210. Mail be forwarded to President's home address if allowed by law.
2. The initial registered agent of the corporation is Spring Valley Manor Property Owner’s

Association.



Motion was made to accept both proposed amendments. Motion was seconded. Motion passed with 
none in opposition. 

Article X - No amendment was proposed for this Article. 
Article XI - No amendment was proposed for this Article. 
Article XII - No amendment was proposed for this Article. 

No further discussion or motions. Motion was made to adjourn the meeting. Motion was seconded. 
Motion passed with none in opposition.  

Meeting adjourned at 7:45pm. 

Respectfully Submitted, 

Stacy Harter 
Board Treasurer 



ARTICLES OF INCORPORATION 

OF 

SPRING VALLEY MANOR PROEPRTY OWERNS ASSOCIATION, INC. 

AMENDMENT 

ARTICLE V 

The members shall meet at least once annually upon written notice 
given each member not less than ten days nor more than 20 days 
before the date of such meeting.  Special meetings may be called at 
any time by the board of directors upon the same notice; and 
special meetings shall be called upon the written request for a 
special meeting of 15% of the number of members.  Such written 
request and all notices of special meetings shall state the 
purpose or purposes for which the special meeting is called, and 
only such stated purpose or purposes shall be considered at such 
special meeting.  A quorum at any meeting shall be those members 
present and qualified to vote.  By-Laws and Articles of 
Incorporation cannot be changed without two-thirds “yes” vote of 
members present and voting at membership meeting or called special 
meeting. Each membership entitles the holder to one vote at 
meetings, and a member may vote by, and be counted in respect of, a 
proxy or proxies.  Meetings shall be conducted according to the 
then-current edition of Roberts Rules of Order; and except where 
otherwise provided in these Articles or in the By-Laws, a majority 
of those memberships present and voting shall decide all questions 
put to a vote. 

Amended at General Membership Meeting 
June 29, 1978 
Baker School – Kanis Road – 7:40 p.m. 



Comment	for	November	16th	Special Meeting	

Spring	Valley	Manor	Property	Owners	Association	
Current	SVM	Announcement	
Re:	Ongoing	SVM	Member	Litigation Battle	with	Board	

SVM	is	using	Attorney	Rusty	Sparks	for	not	only	for	this	summer’s	SVM	Resident	violation	and	
ongoing	SVM	Resident	legal	guidance,	but	also	for	legal	advice	regarding	updating	of	
Association	documents.	

Issue	#1	-	Reported	Violation	-	Resolved	
• Contact	w/	property	owner	made	by	Board	President,	Jena	McDonnell,	in	an	attempt	to 

resolve	violation	amicably.	Jena’s	attempt	was	meet	with	residence	and	Jena	reported	
non-cooperation	to	the	Board.

• Board	delivered	written	notice	of	violation	to	residents
• Residents	responded	they	were	seeking	legal	counsel	and	at	that	point	the	Board	was 

obligated	to	also	retain	counsel	for	legal	advice.
• Attorneys	exchanged	correspondence	for	4+	months	until	matter	resolved	with	SVM 

resident	found	in	violation.		

Issue	#2	–	Requested	Association	Documents	-	Ongoing	
Within	a	few	weeks	of	Issue	#1	being	resolved,	SVM	resident	contacted	the	Board	with	more	
questions	and	requests	for	administrative	and	operational	documentation	of	SVM	POA.	Due	to	
the	fact	that	some	of	the	SVM	Resident’s	inquiries	were	non-SVM	specific,	the	Board	felt	
prudent	to	continue	seeking	advice	of	counsel	in	order	to	fulfill	obligation	to	Association	
members.	

The	Board	has	a	legal	obligation	to	deal	with	each	and	every	member’s	cares	and	concerns	in	a	
diligent	and	respectful	manner.	There	will	always	be	challenges	to	the	Rules,	many	of	which	can	
be	resolved	internally,	some	unfortunately	cannot	be.	The	Board	is	attempting	to	resolve	this	as	
amicably	as	possible	and	will	continue	to	do	so.	

Legal fees the Association as a whole is obligated to pay to date pertaining to dealing with the 
SVM resident's violation and continued demands is close to $2,000.  Until	this	specific	SVM	
resident	chooses	to	stop	challenging	the	Board	and	Association	as	a	whole,	the	Board	has	no	
choice	but	to	continue	to	address	his	requests	in	a	prudent	manner.		 
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